
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting 

February 10, 2014 

 

Draft Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:35 P.M. at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Michael Povar, Terry Saucier, Len Shaffer, 

Nancy Theroux and Steve Webber 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa Cerda, Marina McLeod, Matt Mealey, Sandy Mittleman and Stanton 

Saucier 

 

GUESTS:  

Rosalba S. Gonzalez, Field Representative for Senator Fran Pavley 

Recent bills. Rosalba explained three bills introduced by Senator Pavley:  

 A bill related to medical services for foster youth would allow the social worker to assume 

medical guardianship for the child, 

 Public safety bill related to domestic violence would close several loop holes in current statutes.  

For example, currently if there is a domestic violence situation and the wife receives a protective 

order, the children do not receive the same protection. This law would extend the protection to 

the children  

 Education bill SB 923 would provide funds to schools, in years when funds are available, to 

facilitate more students to graduate with an advanced degree. Similar models are in place in 

Europe. 

Plastic bags. Since the City of Los Angeles has passed a ban on plastic bags, Senator Pavley has made 

available a supply of reusable bags. 

101 Freeway lights at exit signs.   Caltrans apparently last replaced the lights at the exit signs five years 

ago and they are burning out. Rosalba asked the Board to identify which ones are urgent. 

 

Monique Bryer, TPOA member.  Monique, a realtor who lives in Melody Acres, is concerned with 

preserving Melody Acres, and is happy to help TPOA efforts in the neighborhood.  

 

Lupe Ramos-Silva, Melody Acres resident.   

 

JANUARY MINUTES: Max Flehinger provided several corrections to the Minutes.  The Minutes were 

approved as corrected.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux   

$1,237.05 checking; $8,703.82 savings. Liability Insurance – the premium has gone down to $1,605.00.  

Nancy recommended renewing the liability insurance and also recommended that Board members check 

their homeowner’s policy to see if they are covered as a Board member of TPOA.  The motion to pay 

the Liability Insurance passed.  

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Evelyn Garfinkle 

360 family memberships 

 



TRANSPORTATION – Max Flehinger  

Philiprimm between Wilbur and Yolanda – Trucks have been parking on this narrow street, creating a 

safety hazard.  Max will request specific restrictions on parking and the addition of a center line.  The 

California Vehicle Code provides that commercial vehicles are limited to 3-hours in a commercial zone 

and can’t park in a residential zone unless working on a specific project at the site. 

 

BUILDING & SAFETY - Steve Webber 

18759 Redwing: No response yet from Inspector Barton regarding requirements associated with the 

complete demolition of the then-existing house, the square footage of the new construction, whether a 

Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (BMO) bonus was required (if so, which one) given the size of the 

new construction. 

5100 Mecca: No response after two requests to Inspector Vincent Scipioni about which bonus was used 

to grant the 20% bonus over the BMO guidelines. 

4438 N. Callada Place: Construction is ongoing without permits.  An Order to Comply by 2-21-14 was 

issued after a call to Planning Inspector Reese.   

19234 Linnet Street: Reported unfinished construction, odors, trash, pool with little water and not 

maintained, suspected vagrant occupation, construction materials lying around, dumpster full of trash, 

access to pool due to open gates, and overgrown vegetation. 

5260 Beckford: Reported construction debris and trash stored on side yard (north side of house) in plain 

view of passersby.  

 

PLANNING & LAND USE / TNC – Len Shaffer 

K9 Only dog boarding facility, 18603 Topham. The facility has requested a reduction in required 

parking spaces from 25 to 16. Providing bicycle parking reduced the required parking to 20 spaces so a 

variance of four spaces is required.  The TNC Board voted to approve the variance. The owner also 

agreed to mitigate noise from trash pickup service. 

TNC Elections: Elections will be held on Sunday, March 16 from 1-5 pm, at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center.  46 candidates, including essentially all the incumbents, are running.  

Earth Day Celebration.  The 3
rd

 annual Earth Day Celebration will be held on April 12 from 10 am to 

3 pm.  The affair will feature attractions for the whole family, including activities for the kids, vendors, 

educational booths, and a poster contest between schools in Tarzana.  Last year, TPOA awarded a $250 

art grant for the school recognized for best representing the Earth Day theme.  A motion was passed to 

sponsor the $250 art grant again this year. UPDATE: Over 1000 posters from five local schools are 

expected. 

CERT Training. On April 12 and 13, five Neighborhood Councils are sponsoring a two-day CERT 

training boot camp at the Armory in Balboa Park.  Up to 20 people from each neighborhood council are 

anticipated to attend. 

 

DISCUSSION TOPICS  

5925 Calvin. This is another example of new construction masquerading as a remodel, with the entire 

original existing structure demolished.  In response to a result of a letter to Building and Safety, the 

project was required to obtain the permits and pay the fees for new construction.  

River Improvement Overlay. The Planning Department has drafted two ordinances: the first would 

establish river improvement districts; the second would establish the specific Los Angeles River 

Improvement Ordinance. TPOA has taken the position that there are a number of problems with the 

ordinances including the legality of simultaneously approving the overlying ordinance to establish river 

improvement districts and approving a specific ordinance for the Los Angeles River.  In addition, the 

outer boundary for the LA River ordinance is much too extensive.  Just east of  Reseda Blvd. it extends 

north all the way to Sherman Way and all the way south to Ventura Blvd.  The outer boundary is 



important as there would be restrictions, for new construction or major remodels, on what you can plant, 

lighting, and parking. These may make sense for properties close to the river or to a street near a river 

crossing, but do not seem appropriate throughout the extensive proposed Outer Boundary.  Other 

objections, concerning new construction or major remodels for property adjacent to the river, are the 

requirements for all properties with three or more parking spaces to have a gate onto the river right of 

way and there be a 10 foot border of heavily landscaped space between the property and the river. The 

10 foot border could severely restrict parking for properties such as Loehmann’s Shopping Center. A 

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 11 at 1:30 pm in Councilman Blumenfield’s office, 

involving Planning, those supporting the ordinance, and those with some objections. TPOA has taken 

the position to support efforts to improve the river but this ordinance goes too far and some of it does not 

make sense.  UPDATE: After the meeting and subsequent discussion, Planning has agreed to drop some 

proposed requirements, including eliminating the requirement that all “invasive plants” present be 

removed in all new or major remodels in the outer zone. The list of “invasive plants” includes pepper, 

palm, olive, and eucalyptus trees and many more shrubs, grasses, and trees.  

Eldercare Ordinance.  Councilman Blumenfield is interested in constituent feedback concerning this 

ordinance allowing large commercial/institutional structures in all zones.  Many participated including 

Len Shaffer and Dave Garfinkle. Comments were made with regards to the lack of affordable housing 

for the elderly, the need for eldercare facilities to be in more accessible areas, the compatibility of the 

facilities with surrounding areas, and the affordability of the facilities for residents as well as the 

economic feasibility for developers. Two primary problems were discussed concerning proposed 

eldercare facilities in the Valley.  The first is conformity of the proposed facilities with the requirements 

of the ordinance.  Although several projects have been approved by the various Zoning Administrators, 

both the Area Planning Commissions and the courts have found that none met the seven specific 

requirements, including compatibility and scale of the facilities with the local neighborhoods.   The 

second is cost to the residents.  Although the need for elder housing is certainly here, no one has 

quantified how many people could afford the $5000-$7000 per month cost projected for these types of 

facilities.  

At the TPOA meeting: 

 Monique Bryher expressed concern that most Americans 65 and older do not have the money to 

afford these expensive Eldercare Facilities. There is also a substantial cost to neighboring 

homeowners due to decreased value of their property.  

 Len Shaffer stated he thinks Councilman Blumenfield will try to rewrite the ordinance.   

 Dave Garfinkle mentioned that in none of the cases seen in the Valley so far, neither the Area 

Planning Commission nor the courts have found that these facilities meet the requirements of the 

ordinance. There is a need for the Zoning Administrators to more carefully implement the 

ordinance as written. 

Small Lot Subdivisions. This ordinance allows the development of multiple separate houses on small 

lots, with little space between them, essentially taking a condo type development and dividing it into 

separate units on individual lots. The ordinance was meant to apply only to multiple-residential zoned 

properties, but there are a number of cases of rezoning single family lots and then applying for the Small 

Lot Subdivision provisions.   

CCFO – Community Care Facilities Ordinance. UPDATE – The City Council has formed a sub-

committee to study the problem and propose revisions to the currently proposed ordinance. The next 

meeting of the committee will probably take place this Spring. Councilman Englander, a proponent of 

limits on CCFOs, is the chair of the subcommittee, hopefully a positive sign. 

Federation, Chamber and TCCC dues.  A motion was passed to continue our membership in these 

organizations and to pay the current dues.  



Historic House. The owners of the second oldest house south of Ventura Blvd. (built 1932) have 

inquired as to the possibility of having it designated as a historical house. Dave Garfinkle provided 

information. 

Helicopter Noise. Thanks to Congressman Schiff, the recently passed Federal Budget requires the FAA 

to develop compulsory regulations for helicopter flights in the Los Angeles area if no regulations are 

arrived at voluntarily within the year by the pilots associations working with the Los Angeles Area 

Helicopter Noise Coalition, other stakeholder groups, and the FAA.  Currently there are no ordinances 

regulating flights for helicopters in L.A.  In the southwestern Valley, noise from routine police patrols is 

the primary problem.  The regulation would apply to first responders flying all but emergency or active 

missions.  

 

General Comments: 
Marijuana Dispensaries. There is a new dispensary behind California Pizza Kitchen on Crebs and 

Ventura Blvd. According to a conversation between Steve Webber and the local City Attorney’s Office 

prosecutor, stakeholders can call the police if the shop is not one of those permitted by the recent 

ordinance or if the shop does not comply with regulations including a display of changing digital signs 

and less than 50 % of front windows visible into the shop interior.  The City Attorney is now filing 

criminal complaints against the owner of the property as well as against the shop operator. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 P.M.   


